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vocabulary and on the English section of the title-page the preferred form of 
Hausa is employed. The slip is more than a little unfortunate, for with the 
pronunciation in all else so carefully indicated, it needs constant care to pre- 
vent being led astray by the doubled s into the adoption of a pure sibilant in the 
name of the people. W. C. 

lie Guatemala economique. Par Charles H. Stephan. Chevalier et 
Riviere, Paris, 1907. 

Well may the author of this book add to its title: "Practical and useful in- 
formation." It is indeed a useful work, because it is, above all, practical. Be- 
sides, it is unpretentious. There is not a superfluous sentence, the style is strictly 
matter-of-fact, devoid of all decorative interpolations. Statistics do not crowd 
the text, but they are appropriately distributed and well selected. There is no 
branch of industry and commerce on which there is not a fair proportion of 
information imparted. The geography of Guatemala is treated in a concise 
way, rather by figures than in words, and only such parts of it as immediately 
concern the subject. Thus, the table of altitudes giving the lowest and highest 
limits at which culture plants can thrive is very full, whereas the general oro- 
graphy of Guatemala is disposed of in short but characteristic and ■ appropriate 
statements. The climate receives due attention and in the same lucid and con- 
cise manner. We might, perhaps, have wished for more information on the con- 
dition of the inhabitants. What Bolivia is, ethnologically, in South America, 
Guatemala is north of the Equator. As in Bolivia, the Indians constitute about 
one-half of the people in numbers, the other half are mestizos and whites. In 
both countries, the aborigines form an absolutely peculiar, hence also economically 
interesting and important element, to which, in our opinion, the author might 
have devoted more space. The business man and the immigrant to Guatemala 
must count upon the Indian as a factor in the transactions of daily life, and hence 
the Indian's position and character, should be made known to him. Topographi- 
cally Guatemala resembles (on 'a smaller scale) Peru. Like Peru, Guatemala 
consists of three distinct zones, counting from west to east. 

A slightly accidented, low land, densely wooded and with many watercourses ; 
an elevated central plateau surmounted by a range of tall summits; a coast- 
zone, comparatively narrow and distinct from the western part of the country in 
that it is moist and covered with exuberant vegetation. 

To the means of communication and transit Mr. Stephan naturally devotes 
much attention. They are quite primitive as yet in Guatemala, but he hopes 
for better times soon to come. The Pan-American railway is discussed quite 
extensively, the point of departure of that important enterprise being given by 
Mr. Stephan as Ayutla, on the northern confines of Guatemala. Of the feasibility 
of this project there is, according to Mr. Stephan, no doubt, in course of time. 

We must also commend to the attention of the readers the extensive, almost 
exhaustive, treatment of the laws of Guatemala in respect to commerce, industry, 
and international relations. The remarks on educational conditions are brief 
and limited to technical instruction. It appears that Guatemala is, notwith- 
standing the large proportion of aboriginal blood represented in its population, 
and the long duration of specifically Indian rule in the past century, not so much 
behind other Spanish- American States; at least in number and variety of insti- 
tutions. It is not in harmony with the usual spirit of thoroughness pervading the 
work to read: "After three centuries of Spanish rule this race (the Indians) had 
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been reduced to a tenth part of the population extant at the arrival of the first 
conquerors." A closer study of the sixteenth-century documents might be recom- 
mended to Mr. Stephan. No map accompanies the valuable book. A. F. B. 

Hildreth's " Japan as it Was and Is." A Handbook of Old Japan. 

Edited with supplementary Notes by Ernest W. Clement, Introduction by Wm. 

Elliott Griffis. (2 vols.) Vol. I, xxx and 401 pp. ; Vol. II, x and 388 pp. ; 

100 Illustrations, Maps, and Index. A. C. McClurg & Co., Chicago, 1906. 

(Price, $3.) 
Richard Hildreth, well known as author of Hildreth's "History of the United 
States," first published his "Japan as it Was and Is" in 1855, and later editions 
were printed in 1856 and 1861. He never visited Japan, and the purpose of his 
book is simply to help, the public to see the island empire as it appeared to succes- 
sive visitors, from the European missionaries of the sixteenth century down to the 
time at which he wrote. He prepared the book when his countrymen knew very 
little of Japan and their interest in it had been awakened by the expedition of 
Commodore Perry. It was a helpful source of information, a compilation contain- 
ing the cream of many volumes and copious quotations from them. It was not a 
consistent and digested account of Japan, for it showed that country through the 
eyes of practically all who had visited it and whose observations had been printed; 
nor was the author able to pass a critical judgment upon his material. Undoubt- 
edly many erroneous views and contradictory opinions of the land and its people 
were expressed. Still, the book served a most useful purpose by placing before 
the general reader a conscientiously-prepared summary of Japan as it appeared to 
foreign visitors. 

In a large sense the importance of the work has not diminished, in spite of the 
new and ever-growing literature on Japan. It will always be useful as a con- 
venient and faithful compilation from all the important European writers on Old 
Japan. At the present time, however, the earlier editions of the work are not so 
serviceable as might be wished, because of the old-fashioned styles of transliter- 
ation that practically disguise many Japanese words and place-names. 

Mr. Clement has performed a useful service in making the compilation thor- 
oughly available for present reference purposes. His edition is not merely a re- 
print; it is a careful revision. It is supplied with many helpful notes, is finely 
illustrated, both with old Japanese prints and modern photographs, and the crude 
and inaccurate map in the original has been replaced with an entirely new map 
prepared to show Japan as it was during those days. Mr. Clement has been 
prominent in the educational life of Japan for the past twenty years, and no one is 
better qualified than he to make the improvements that appear in this fine edition 
of Hildreth's book. 

Of course, the original title "Japan as it Was and Is" is retained, though it is 
not entirely suitable to a work which, written fifty years ago, reveals nothing of 
the modern regeneration of Japan. Mr. Clement's "Handbook of Modern Japan" 
supplements Hildreth's work, and the two together cover all of old and new 
Japan that is required by most readers. The index is excellent and the biblio- 
graphy gives the most important works in English. 



